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T H E  Y E A R  I N  B R I E F  
ICA-Afr ica stands proud of  the mi lestones
achieved in promot ing co-operat ive
values and foster ing sustainable
development across the cont inent.  Let ’s
take a comprehensive look at  our journey
throughout the year.

At the forefront of  our achievements was
the momentous signing of  the
memorandum of understanding (MOU)
with the government of  Botswana,
of f ic ia l ly establ ishing the new ICA-Afr ica
Southern Afr ica of f ice.  The establ ishment
of  th is sub-regional  of f ice stands as a
monumental  achievement,  symbol is ing a
commitment to enhancing our presence,
vis ib i l i ty ,  and impact in Southern Afr ica.
May saw the host ing of  the 10th Technical
Commit tee of  the Afr ica Minister ia l
Cooperat ive Conference (TCAMCCO)
which brought together government
representat ives,  co-operat ive leaders,
and stakeholders under the theme
Transforming Cooperat ives for a Stronger
Afr ica.  Discussions centred on
reimagining the co-operat ive ident i ty and
sustaining co-operat ion through networks,
t rade, partnerships,  f inancial  inclusion,
and professional ism.

A signi f icant highl ight  of  ICA-Afr ica’s
endeavours in 2023 was the proact ive
engagement in legis lat ive developments,
part icular ly the Model Law consul tat ions.
In col laborat ion with the Permanent
Commit tee on Monetary and Financial
Affairs of  the Pan-Afr ican Par l iament,  we
held consul tat ions on the draf t  Model Law
on Cooperat ives in Afr ica.

 

This marked a pivotal  moment in
shaping Afr ica’s co-operat ive
landscape. Stakeholders shared
valuable insights and proposals,
culminat ing in a f inal  communique
out l in ing col laborat ive ef for ts and
outcomes.

Our part ic ipat ion in internat ional
forums, such as the ACP-EU fol low-up
commit tee meet ings and the Global
Social  and Sol idar i ty Economy Forum
(GSEF),  showcased the global
relevance and impact of  the Afr ican
co-operat ive movement.  These
plat forms not only faci l i tated dialogue
but also posi t ioned Afr ican co-
operat ives as crucial  contr ibutors to
global  economic and social  agendas.

We are grateful  for  the col laborat ion
with our members,  governments,
partners,  don' t  and other stakeholders
in the cooperat ive development
mission. These mi lestones couldn’ t
have been achieved without your
valuable support  and we look forward
to cont inue cooperat ive engagement in
the next year.  



T H E  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W  

0 2

P R O M O T I N G  M E A N I N G F U L  Y O U T H  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  A N D  E M P O W E R M E N T  I N
E U  E X T E R N A L  A C T I O N  F O R  S U S T A I N A B L E  D E V E L O P M E N T

The European Economic and Social
Commit tee (EESC) held the ACP-EU Fol low-
Up Commit tee meet ing on January 12-13 in
Brussels wi th representat ion f rom ICA-Afr ica,
This commit tee serves as a v i ta l  p lat form for
promot ing cooperat ion between ACP (Afr ican,
Caribbean, and Paci f ic)  countr ies and the EU,
in l ine wi th the Cotonou Partnership
Agreement.

 Dur ing the meet ing,  part ic ipants engaged in
meaningful  debates about the contr ibut ion
that the ACP region has on the Youth Act ion
Plan in EU external  act ion,  ref lect ions on the
future act iv i t ies in the Indo-Paci f ic  region and
the latest  developments and part ic ipat ion of
c iv i l  society in the economic partnership
agreement.

I C A - A F R I C A  E X P A N D S  R E A C H  W I T H  N E W  S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A  S U B -
R E G I O N A L  O F F I C E  I N  B O T S W A N A

ICA-Afr ica s igned the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the
Government of  Botswanag for host ing the
new ICA-Afr ica Southern Afr ica of f ice.

The establ ishment of  th is new sub-
regional  of f ice is a huge mi lestone for
ICA-Afr ica as i t  wi l l  enhance our
presence, v is ib i l i ty  and impact in Southern
Afr ica,  promot ing cooperat ion to bui ld the
capaci ty of  cooperat ive member
organisat ions to become sustainable.
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ICA-Afr ica held i ts 44th Regional
Board Meet ing on 22nd March,
2023 in Gaborone -  Botswana. 

4 4 T H  I C A - A F R I C A  R E G I O N A L  B O A R D  

As a fo l low up to the Resolut ion adopted by the
Pan-Afr ican Par l iament to develop a model law on
cooperat ives in Afr ica,  Dr.  Chiyoge Si fa,  the
Regional  Director of  ICA-Afr ica presented the draf t
model law to the Commit tee on Monetary and
Financial  Af fa i rs.

 The Model Laws wi l l  address the f inancing gap
part icular ly for  Smal l  and Medium-Size Enterpr ises
(SMEs) by advancing the implementat ion of  the
Afr ica Cont inental  Free Trade Agreement for
Afr ica's structural  t ransformat ion.

P R O G R E S S  O N  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  M O D E L  L A W  O N  C O O P E R A T I V E S  F O R
A F R I C A

U N  G E N E R A L  A S S E M B L Y  A D O P T S  T H E  F I R S T  R E S O L U T I O N  O N  T H E
S O C I A L  A N D  S O L I D A R I T Y  E C O N O M Y

The United Nat ions adopted i ts f i rst-ever resolut ion
on promot ing the social  and sol idar i ty economy
(SSE) for  sustainable development dur ing the
General  Assembly on Apr i l  18,  2023. The resolut ion
recognizes cooperat ives as part  of  the SSE and
encourages member states to promote and
implement strategies,  pol ic ies,  and programs for
support ing and enhancing the SSE through
dedicated legal  f rameworks,  nat ional  stat ist ics,
f iscal  and publ ic procurement incent ives,  educat ion
curr icula,  and capaci ty-bui ld ing and research
ini t iat ives.
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4 5 T H  I C A - A F R I C A  R E G I O N A L  B O A R D  M E E T I N G .

ICA-Afr ica held i ts 45th Regional  Board
Meet ing on 22 May 2023 in Nairobi ,
Kenya. 

ICA-Afr ica hosted the 10th Technical
Commit tee of  the Afr ica Minister ia l
Cooperat ive Conference (TCAMCCO)
from May 22nd to May 24th,  2023, wi th
the theme "Transforming Cooperat ives
for a Stronger Afr ica:  Bui ld ing Better Co-
operat ive Ident i ty,  Sustaining
Cooperat ion and Reinforcing Inst i tut ional
Capaci ty” .

 

T H E  1 0 T H  T E C H N I C A L  C O M M I T T E E  O F  T H E  A F R I C A  M I N I S T E R I A L
C O O P E R A T I V E  C O N F E R E N C E  ( T C A M C C O ) .

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r
g o v e r n m e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,
c o o p e r a t i v e  l e a d e r s ,  a n d  v a r i o u s
s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o  d e l i b e r a t e  o n  h o w
b e s t  c o o p e r a t i v e s  c a n  r e i m a g i n e  t h e
c o o p e r a t i v e  i d e n t i t y  f o r  a  s t r o n g e r
A f r i c a  a n d  s u s t a i n  c o o p e r a t i o n
t h r o u g h  s t r o n g e r  n e t w o r k s ,  t r a d e ,
s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  f i n a n c i a l
i n c l u s i o n ,  a n d  c o o p e r a t i v e
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m .

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  g r a c e d  b y  t h e
C a b i n e t  S e c r e t a r y  ( C S ) ,  M i n i s t r y  o f
C o - o p e r a t i v e s  a n d  M i c r o ,  S m a l l  &
M e d i u m  E n t e r p r i s e s  ( M S M E s )
D e v e l o p m e n t ,  H o n  S i m o n .  C h e l u g u i ,
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  C o o p e r a t i v e
D e v e l o p m e n t ,  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  f o r
C o o p e r a t i v e s  i n  K e n y a  -  M r .  D a v i d  K .
O b o n y o  a n d  k e y  c o o p e r a t i v e
m e s s a g e s  f r o m  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
C o o p e r a t i v e  A l l i a n c e  –  A f r i c a
P r e s i d e n t  -  H i g h  C h i e f  A y e o l a
O r i y o m i .  R e a d  t h e  s u m m a r y  a n d
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .
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The Global  Social  and Sol idar i ty Economy Forum
(GSEF) made history as the f i rst-ever forum of i ts
kind to be held in Dakar,  Senegal  f rom May 1st-
6th,  2023. The forum explored the theme
'"Transi t ioning from informal economies to
col lect ive and sustainable economies for our
terr i tor ies".  Elected representat ives,  leaders,  and
experts f rom around the world came together to
promote this new economy grounded in respect
for humans and the environment.  The forum
faci l i tated the shar ing of  exper iences and
expert ise to enable the extension of  successful
innovat ions led by local  governments and
stakeholders in the social  and sol idar i ty economy.

T H E  G L O B A L  S O C I A L  A N D  S O L I D A R I T Y  E C O N O M Y  F O R U M  ( G S E F )

The 43rd Session of  the ACP-EU Joint
Par l iamentary Assembly was held in Brussels,
Belgium from 24th to 28th June 2023, wi th key
debates cover ing cr i t ical  raw mater ia ls,  hybr id
threats,  and UN Secur i ty Counci l  reform. Dr.
Chiyoge Si fa,  the Regional  Director of  ICA-
Afr ica,  represent ing cooperat ives,  del ivered a
speech emphasiz ing the importance of  engaging
the civ i l  society in economic partnership
agreements and the EU Global  Gateway
Ini t iat ive.  Read more.

 4 3 R D  S E S S I O N  O F  T H E  A C P - E U  J O I N T  P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  A S S E M B L Y

https://gmail.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5dae8c0d244cc35e1edcba0a&id=76b2d3b160&e=615590b69f
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The Co-operat ive Universi ty of  Kenya (CUK) hosted
Kenya’s f i rst  Cooperat ive Movement Stakeholders '
Conference, emphasiz ing the role of  cooperat ives and
MSMEs in dr iv ing socio-economic t ransformat ion
al igned with the government 's Bottom-Up Economic
Transformat ion Agenda (BETA).  Themed "Cooperat ive
Model for  Socio-Economic Transformat ion,"  the
conference sought to al ign stakeholders wi th BETA
goals and bui ld awareness of  the opportuni t ies and
responsibi l i t ies i t  entai ls.

Dr.  Chiyoge Si fa represented ICA-Afr ica,discussing
the expansion of  cooperat ive development in East and
Central  Afr ica and emphasiz ing growth potent ia l  in
cross-border cooperat ive act iv i t ies,  especial ly in
f inancial  services.

T H E  C O O P E R A T I V E  B U S I N E S S  M O D E L  F O R  S O C I O - E C O N O M I C
T R A N S F O R M A T I O N

The European Economic and Social  Commit tee held i ts 8th EU-
Afr ica Economic and Social  Shareholders '  Network on the 28th-
29th,  June 2023 in Brussels.  The event brought together
representat ives f rom organized civ i l  society,  including
employers,  t rade unions, cooperat ives,  farmers'  organizat ions,
consumer groups, and NGOs from both cont inents.  

Ti t led "The AU-EU Partnership for  a Sustainable Future,"  the
meet ing focused on var ious topics such as the involvement of
economic and social  partners in the post-Cotonou agreement,
the mid-term review of  EU f inancing instruments for  external
act ion,  water and nutr i t ion in relat ion to the Zero Hunger
object ive and water sustainabi l i ty ,  and the mutual ly benef ic ia l
partnership for  sustainable development regarding cr i t ical  raw
mater ia ls.  

8 T H  E U - A F R I C A  E C O N O M I C  A N D  S O C I A L  S H A R E H O L D E R S '  N E T W O R K   
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T R A N S F O R M I N G  K E N Y A ' S  C O O P E R A T I V E  S E C T O R  F O R  S U S T A I N A B L E
D E V E L O P M E N T  T H R O U G H  C O L L A B O R A T I V E  S T R A T E G Y .

The State Department of  Cooperat ives and key
development partners held a consul tat ive engagement
meet ing on 27th September 2023. The purpose of  th is
gather ing was to explore col laborat ive pathways
aimed at  developing a cooperat ive t ransformat ion
strategy for sustainable development in the country.
This strategic partnership seeks to foster
col laborat ion and ampl i fy the posi t ive impact wi th in
Kenya's v ibrant cooperat ive sector.  By br inging
together diverse stakeholders,  th is in i t iat ive promises
to unlock new avenues for growth and prosper i ty,
ul t imately contr ibut ing to the socio-economic
advancement of  the nat ion.

The Permanent Commit tee on Monetary and
Financial  Af fa i rs of  the Pan-Afr ican Par l iament in
col laborat ion wi th the Internat ional  Cooperat ive
Al l iance-Afr ica ( ICA-Afr ica) held consul tat ions on
the Draft  Model Law on Cooperat ives for  Afr ica in
Nairobi ,  Kenya,  on August 29th and 30th,  2023.
The consul tat ions marked a pivotal  moment in
shaping the cont inent 's cooperat ive landscape.
Regional  stakeholders came together to share
valuable insights and proposals,  culminat ing in a
Final  Communique that out l ines the outcomes of
their  col laborat ive ef for ts.  

In a s igni f icant str ide towards bolster ing the
agr icul tural  landscape in Afr ica,  Musa Sibandze,
Chairperson of  the Al l iance Afr ica Agr icul tural
Cooperat ive Organisat ion (AAACO), represented
farmer organizat ions and ICA-Afr ica at  the Afr ica
Food System Forum (AGRF) Side Event.  The event
aimed to f ind ways to help Afr ican farmers'
organizat ions (FOs) secure f inancial  support  for
their  agr icul tural  projects,  especial ly given recent
chal lenges l ike the COVID-19 pandemic,  the Ukraine
cr is is,  and cl imate change. 

C O N S U L T A T I O N S  F O R  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  A  M O D E L  L A W  O N
C O O P E R A T I V E S  I N  A F R I C A  

B O O S T I N G  T H E  A G R I C U L T U R A L  L A N D S C A P E  I N  A F R I C A :  F I N A N C I N G  F O R
F A R M E R  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S



ICA-Afr ica successful ly convened i ts 16th Afr ica
Regional  Assembly and Conference on November
14th and 15th,  2023, under the theme
"Cooperat ives for  a Sustainable Afr ica."  The event
provided a plat form for cooperat ive leaders,
stakeholders,  and enthusiasts to col laborat ively
explore and strategize in i t iat ives aimed at
foster ing sustainabi l i ty  across the cont inent.  The
conference underscored the importance of
cooperat ive enterpr ises in promot ing inclusive
development,  empowering communit ies,  and
contr ibut ing to the overal l  resi l ience and
sustainabi l i ty  of  Afr ica's economies.  

The Pol icy Forum on Development serves as a
dist inct ive and inclusTive plat form for foster ing
dialogue among var ious stakeholders engaged in
development ef for ts.   Along with representat ives of
EU inst i tut ions and Member States,  i t  br ings together
local  governments,  professional  and commercial
associat ions,  and civ i l  society organizat ions
.  
Notably,  the cooperat ive movement act ively
contr ibutes to th is forum, wi th representat ives f rom
the four regions of  Internat ional  Cooperat ive Al l iancE
emphasiz ing the vi ta l  ro le of  cooperat ives as key
partners in advancing development goals.  Through i ts
col laborat ive and mult i -sectoral  approach, the Pol icy
Forum on Development faci l i tates discussions,
partnerships,  and in i t iat ives that aim to dr ive
sustainable and inclusive development on a global
scale.
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1 6 T H  A F R I C A   R E G I O N A L  A S S E M B L Y  A N D  C O N F E R E N C E   

P O L I C Y  F O R U M  O N  D E V E L O P M E N T



ICA-Afr ica organized a dynamic youth network
side event and training on worker cooperat ives
on 13th November.  The pr imary object ive of  th is
session was to equip the youth wi th a
comprehensive understanding of  worker
cooperat ives,  d i f ferent iat ing them from other
cooperat ive models.  The session not only served
as a plat form for knowledge-shar ing but also
aimed at  inspir ing and empowering the youth to
act ively engage in the cooperat ive movement.
Watch to learn more about worker cooperat ive.
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E M P O W E R I N G  A F R I C A N  Y O U T H  T H R O U G H  T H E  C O O P E R A T I V E  B U S I N E S S
M O D E L :  L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P  D E V E L O P M E N T  W O R K S H O P .

C O O P E R A T I V E S  F O R  A  S U S T A I N A B L E  T R A N S F O R M A T I O N  I N  A F R I C A
( C O O P S T A R )

The Cooperat ives for  a Sustainable Transformat ion in
Afr ica (CoopStar)  workshop -  held in Nairobi ,  Kenya,
from 3-6 December marked a crucial  step forward in
the journey towards establ ishing a project  that  wi l l
support  the Afr ican cooperat ive movement to play a key
role in the t ransi t ion towards a c i rcular,  green and
sustainable economy in the l ight  of  the UN Agenda
2030 and to boost sustainable cooperat ive
entrepreneurship in Afr ica.

Supported by the Internat ional  Cooperat ive Al l iance,
Internat ional  Cooperat ive Al l iance-Afr ica,  the
Internat ional  Labor Organizat ion,  the Korean
Federat ion of  Community Credi t  Unions (KFCC),
Cera/BRS, and KU Leuven, the CoopStar in i t iat ive
brought together experts f rom 18 Afr ican countr ies to
lay the foundat ion for the book project  on the role of
cooperat ives in t ransi t ioning to a c i rcular,  green, and
sustainable economy,
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S E C T O R A L  O R G A N I S A T I O N S  &  C O M M I T T E E S  

As part  of  the 16th Afr ica Regional  Assembly and
Conference, the ICA-Afr ica Gender Equal i ty
Commit tee organized a meet ing on "Contr ibut ion of
Women in foster ing sustainabi l i ty  in cooperat ives in
Afr ica."  Dur ing the meet ing,  member organizat ions
shared updates on their  ef for ts to promote gender
equal i ty and empower women in cooperat ives. .  The
meet ing resolved that there is cont inuous need for
gender mainstreaming and enforcing women
leadership in cooperat ives across Afr ican countr ies.
An act ion plan was also drawn to fo l low up
implementat ion of  gender act iv i t ies in 2024.

The Internat ional  Women’s Day celebrat ions
on March 8,  2023, focused on the theme
"Digi tALL: Innovat ion and Technology for
Gender Equal i ty."  Act iv i t ies includeda
statement f rom the ICA Gender Equal i ty
Commit tee and engaging videos created by
Prof.  Esther,  Hi lda,  and Dr.  Si fa.

C O N T R I B U T I O N  O F  W O M E N  I N  F O S T E R I N G  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  I N
C O O P E R A T I V E S  I N  A F R I C A .

I C A  G E N D E R  E Q U A L I T Y  C O M M I T T E E ' S  S T A T E M E N T  O N  T H E
 I N T E R N A T I O N A L  W O M E N ' S  D A Y  2 0 2 3

I C A - A f r i c a  G e n d e r  E q u a l i t y  C o m m i t t e e  ( G E C )  

The ICA Youth Execut ive Commit tee successful ly organized
two pi lot  edi t ions of  the Youth Leadership Exchange
Program an immersive 10-day in i t iat ive that  al lows
part ic ipants to explore diverse cooperat ive ecosystems,
foster ing learning and col laborat ion among youth f rom
various countr ies.  This program not only promotes cross-
cul tural  d ia logue but also empowers youth to become
ambassadors for  cooperat iv ism,shar ing their  insights and
exper iences through social  media.  By faci l i tat ing these
exchanges, the ICA aims to cul t ivate a new generat ion of
cooperat ive leaders who are equipped to address global
chal lenges through the cooperat ive model.

I C A  Y O U T H  L E A D E R S H I P  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M

I C A  Y O U T H   C o m m i t t e e  
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